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KEVIN HAMMOND, AO — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.11 pm]: I rise to recognise the passing of Kevin Hammond, 
AO, a titan of the law in Western Australia, who died on 21 October 2022 at the age of 86. Kevin Hammond is 
perhaps best known for the high office he occupied towards the end of his legal career as the inaugural Corruption and 
Crime Commissioner from late 2003 to 2007, and, immediately before that, Chief Judge of the District Court, but 
his 47-year service to the law is distinguished by many other notable achievements. His entire body of work was 
recognised in the Australia Day honours list of 2009, in which he was appointed an Officer in the General Division 
of the Order of Australia for his service to the law, particularly in criminal trial procedures and corruption 
investigation through judicial roles, review and administration. 
Kevin Hammond was born in Wiluna in 1936. He was educated at CBC Highgate and was a foundation student of 
St Thomas More College at the University of Western Australia. After completing his law studies, he became 
a partner at Mayberry Hammond and Co in Northam from 1960 until 1978. From 1978 to 1982 he was a partner at 
Lavan and Walsh, a city law firm. Judge Hammond, as he then became, served as a judge of the District Court from 
1982. He was president of the Crime Prevention Council of Western Australia from 1983 to 1984 and from 1996 
he chaired a landmark review of all aspects of remission and parole. He was the Chief Judge of the District Court 
from 1995 to 2003 before departing to help set up the Corruption and Crime Commission. He was a man who lived 
by a meticulous standard of integrity. He was a superb choice as the inaugural commissioner. 
During my previous career as a practising lawyer, I often appeared before Kevin Hammond in his capacity as a judge 
of the District Court. I can attest to the fact that he not only was well steeped in all aspects of the law, but also 
always displayed enduring patience and courtesy to all legal counsel who appeared before him. As a judge, he was 
highly regarded by the entire legal profession. 
Kevin Hammond was also a devoted family man. He was married to Derryn for 61 years and was a father of four 
and grandfather of eight children. In every respect, he was an oldschool gentleman. On behalf of the Parliament of 
Western Australia, I recognise Kevin Hammond’s enduring contribution to justice in Western Australia and offer 
my condolences to his family and friends. 
Vale, Kevin Hammond. 
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